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DOMAINE GALLETY

Region:  Rhône

Appellation:   Côtes du Vivarais

Producer:  Alain and David Alexandre Gallety

Founded:  1974

Acreage:  15 hectares


Annual Production:  5,000-5,500 cases



The little-known Côtes du Vivarais appellation is located in the Ardèche region of France, which is also home to the famous Syrah appellation of Cornas and the bulk of Saint Joseph.  Vaucluse, known for great Grenache-based wines like those from Gigondas and Châteauneuf-du-Pape, lies directly southeast.  Gallety's 50/50 blend of Syrah and Grenache captures the best of both regions.


Alain Gallety's father Michel purchased the property in 1974, and in 1979 began making the wine at the domaine instead of selling the grapes to the local Co Op.  In 1981, Alain arrived and converted the vineyards to organic farming.  They have since been certified by the by Qualité Francais.  Alain's son David Alexandre began working at the domaine in 2004.   

The grapes are hand-harvested and fermented with native yeasts in epoxy-lined cement cuves.  Each parcel is vinified separately in Gallety's specially-designed winery that works with gravity-- no pumping needed.  The wine is aged 12-15 months in Seguin Moreau barrels; new for their limited-production cuvée Syrare and used barrels for the Côtes du Vivarais.

“This is an exciting discovery for me because I have never been convinced by Syrahs from Vaucluse (too heavy, too dumb) and the Grenache will not ripen enough in the Ardeche, where Syrah is king.  At Gallety I was struck by the perfect blend, and by the incredible elegance they achieve with the two grape varietals.  It exudes class from start to finish and is drinking beautifully.”







Kermit Lynch

Varietal:
Vine Age:
Soil Type:

Côtes du Vivarais
50% Grenache,  50% Syrah
45yrs
Clay and limestone






Syrare
100% Syrah
45 yrs
Clay and limestone
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