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MILLESIME 2016

The 2015/2016 winter was the hottest recorded since 1900, resulting
in an early budbreak beginning around mid-April. The vegetation
was beautiful and harmonious as if waiting to greet the frost lying in
ambush.

The rude awakening on the 27" of April will forever remain engraved
in our minds. No vigneron can recall a frost this devastating. In one
night the domaine lost 65% of its crop. Pictures taken in early May
seemed to depict a winter landscape. The vegetation slowly
reemerged and work in the vineyards was hampered by the resulting
uneven growth. The end of the growing season brought on humid
conditions leading to significant mildew pressure on the surviving

grapes.

Harvest began on September 19" under summery conditions. As the
damage incurred in the vineyards and the subsequent regrowth were
not consistent, maturity levels varied significantly. Our focus in the
cave however remained unwavering. We worked on fine tuning our
sulfur protocol, not with an aim of making natural wines but in an
attempt to instill a more though out and thereby moderate usage.

A meteorological incident of this magnitude is bound to have an
influence on the resulting wines. They are beautiful and balanced,
however, for those parcels hardest hit by the frost, a more
harmonious vegetative cycle may have imparted additional energy
and as such | remain cautious with regards to these wines ageing
potential. On the other hand, parcels that were slightly to not
affected (the ler Crus, Tesson, Luchets) retain all their potential
exhibiting a classic and dynamic profile that could carry them well
into the future.
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