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wines of the  
languedoc-roussillon

soil  Poor, rocky soils ensure 
good drainage and low yields.  

Here, limestone and basalt bring 
complexity and minerality.

elevation/exposure 
High altitude and 

northwestern exposure temper 
the Languedoc sun. In a hot 

climate, freshness is key.les cépages  Choosing grape varieties 
well adapted to the local conditions— 
in this case, Roussanne, Vermentino, 

Grenache Blanc, and Marsanne—ensures 
balance, complexity, and an authentic 
expression of place in the final blend.

le vigneron 
A great vigneron brings out the 
best in his terroir—for Sylvain, 

this means organic viticulture and 
low-intervention cellar practices.

environment 
Abundant sunshine, timely rains, and 

cleansing winds play a crucial role, while 
herbs of the garrigue infuse the grapes 
with their inimitable spicy fragrance.

    T he Making of 
A Great Languedoc Cuvée
Domaine d’Aupilhac’s Cocalières Blanc
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 W ith almost one thousand square miles planted to the vine 
 for a yearly output of nearly five hundred Olympic-size 

swimming pools’ worth of wine, the Languedoc-Roussillon is the 
world’s largest and most prolific wine region. But sheer quantity is by 
no means the only takeaway here, even if a certain notoriety persists 
after years and years of mass production of bulk wine. One of France’s 
oldest wine regions, with a rich history of satiating thirsty Greek  
settlers, Romans, and northern French workers, the Languedoc-
Roussillon certainly did experience a period of overproduction—
mainly during the first half of the twentieth century—that all but 
destroyed its credibility as a producer of fine wines.

The last few decades, however, have marked a dramatic turn-
around: lower yields, a focus on quality vineyard sites with poor soils, 
and improvements in viticulture and winemaking have put the region 
back on the map as a top source of great wines in all styles. With 
its wealth of remarkable terroirs and diversity of grape varieties, this 
southern paradise truly has something for everyone. The inherent 
value its wines deliver—undoubtedly a vestige of its checkered past—
is just the cherry on top.
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