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2020 VERDICCHIO DEI CASTELLI DI JESI CLASSICO RISERVA
“PASSOLENTO” 4 LA MARCA DI SAN MICHELE $39

The little village of Cupramontana, perched high in the hills of
Italy's Le Marche, within view of the Adriatic Sea to the east and the Apen-
nine Mountains to the west, is the birthplace of this young, exciting estate.
Founded by the children of an old winemaking
family who struck out independently to create
organic wines of great character and integrity,
La Marca is the alliance of this region’s strong
and proud history with the best possible vision
for its future. In the right hands, the Verdicchio
grape is capable of making one of Italy’s nest
white wines—the hands of this family have just
the right touch.

Passolento takes its time throughout every stage of the production process,
allowing it to develop the layered textures that white Burgundy lovers chase
after. Picked carefully, fermented slowly with wild yeasts (including full malo-
lactic fermentation), aged in large Slavonian oak botti, and bottled un ltered,
Passolento deserves to be decanted and savored with ne cuisine, and it has
development potential in your cellar.
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2022 LAMBRUSCO GRASPAROSSA DI CASTELVETRO “MONOVITIGNO”
4 FATTORIA MORETTO $29

Of the many regions that could reasonably be called Italy’s culinary
capital, Emilia-Romagna has perhaps the greatest claim to the throne. Home
to ragt (Bolognese), Parmigiano-Reggiano, tortellini, balsamic vinegar, and
much, much more, the area that lies north of Tuscany is now also making its
case to be the capital of Italy's happiest wine: Lambrusco. At Fattoria Moretto,
the Altariva family fashions organic, fully dry, zzy, dark red wines from the
Lambrusco Grasparossa grape, among the top class of Lambrusco varieties and
the only one cultivated on the hillsides (as opposed to the atlands) of Emilia.
In this Monovitigno—a single-vineyard, single-variety cuvée—the frothy exu-
berance of great Lambrusco is enhanced by a chalky tannic structure. Tast-
ing it, you feel as though the grapes were just pressed. Incredibly fresh, with
aromatics that soar out of the glass, this may be the cheeriest wine you've ever
tasted. It is equally well suited to your holiday table and to your patio on a
warm evening. Serve chilled!

+ KERMIT LYNCH WINE MERCHANT
















